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"‘Walking Worlkshop

by Matthew Lam

On the morning of April 5th, a select group of 8 students from 2A and 2B went to the
British Council in Admiralty. The students were there to take part in a 3-hour creative short
story reading workshop titled 'Walking Books'. The workshop, which was also attended by
students from two other secondary schools, was conducted by a native English trainer from
the UK with many years' experience of teaching non-native learners of English. In the
workshop, the students were introduced to two exciting Sherlock Holmes detective stories by
the world-famous British writer Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The two stories, 'The Dancing Man'
and 'The Speckled Band', were read by the students as they listened to recordings of them by
a professional native English speaker. After reading each story, they were guided by the
trainer in its appreciation through a series of writing and speaking tasks she had specially
prepared to elicit their response to the reading. Although the weather on that morning was
rainy and cloudy, the students had a lot of fun during the workshop and found it to be a very
rewarding experience in terms of improving their English reading skills. At the end of the
workshop, they were each given a storybook as a souvenir for their participation.

Cheng Long Yin Harry 2A

| felt excited and satisfied about joining the
'Walking Books' workshop held by the British Council
on 5th April since the activities were all interesting and
meaningful. For example, in one of the activities, we g
had to draw some objects on the floor plan of a
bedroom to find out how a murderer tried to murder his
daughter. Moreover, there was an activity in which we
had to answer the tutor's questions in complete
sentences. This activity helped to develop our ability to
answer other people’s questions skillfully and politely.
It also helped us to hone our skills of interacting with
others in English because all of the activities required participants to use English in
responding to each other as well as our tutor. | think this workshop was educative too as the
tutor taught me and my friends some new and useful words from the stories.

| joined this English activity with my friends from 2B.
In this activity, we had a chance to improve both our
spoken and written English. | liked it very much because
we got to read two very exciting stories about the smart
and famous detective Sherlock Holmes. One of the
stories, called 'The Dancing Man', is now my favourite

story because it has a very exciting plot.
After reading each story, we were given some related

| oral and writing tasks to do by a native English tutor. |
found the tasks not just fun but also very useful.

If | had another chance next year, | would join this
activity again with my friends.




